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ABSTRACT 



The focus of this study was to procure data about 
adoption behavior of Malaysian smallholders (farmers) that would be 
useful in the instructional program in extension education at the 
College of Agriculture, Malaysia. Students interviewed 76 persons in 
a rural village of two hundred families, all engaged in agriculture. 
The major sources of income were rubber and pineapple; other 
activities included fruit-growing and the production of the family 
food supply (to a limited extent). Principle objectives of the study 
were to: establish the level of practice adoption among the 
smallholders; determine factors associated with adoption proneness; 
and procure data on the diffusion of a specific practice through a 
village. Those who adopted first tended to be better educated, have 
larger size holdings, be middle-aged, and participate more in 
organizations,. The pattern of diffusion took time; primary sources of 
information were neighbors for all respondents and extension workers 
for the earlier adopters. Adoption rates for some practices, 
requiring little outlay of money, were in excess of half of the 
respondents. (The questionnaire is included.) (EB) 
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FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ADOPTION OF 
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES, KAMPONG BUKTT 
KAPAR, SELANGOR, MALAYSIA 

.. . by Lynn L. Pesson 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This study was designed as an empirical project, based upon some 
already established concepts relating to social and educational change. The 
primary focus was to procure data that would be useful in the instructional 
program in extension education at the College of Agriculture, Serdang, 
Selangor, Malaysia, so that the students could more readily apply the 
concepts, to Malaysian conditions. By having relevant data about the 
adoption behavior of Malaysian smallholders (farmers) ; in hand, it would 
then be possible to focus the learning experiences of the students more 
realistically upon the problems of leading a program of educational change 
among Malaysian people engaged in agriculture. 

Extension Education 

-:;i. The academic discipline of Extension Education is an applied area, 
having its roots in the basic social sciences. As an applied discipline, 
applicable basic concepts from relevant disciplines are applied to the problems 
of conducting an informal education program among people engaged in 
agriculture so that production levels may be raised, economic efficiency 
increased, standards of living improved, and hopefully so that a higher 
proportion of benefits will lead to a healthier, happier, more productive life 
for people. People, however, do not always respond to innovations in the 
same way or with the same speed. It is imperative, therefore, that the 
professional extension educator must have a solid conception of some 
of the processes that go on among people in response to attempts to introduce 
change as the basis for designing and implementing effective programs. 

This study, consequently, was conceived as an attempt to apply selected 
concepts from the disciplines of rural sociology and educational psychology 
to Malaysian conditions so that Malaysian students could develop conceptua- 
lizations under realistic circumstances, thereby promoting more efficient and 
effective learning among the students. The study also should provide addi- 
tional insights as to the degree to which these concepts apply in yet another 
set of cultural circumstances. 



i At the time of this study. Dr. Pesson was a Visiting Professor in Extension Education 
at the College of Agriculture, Malaya, as part of the Louisiana State University 
team assigned to the College through Ford Foundation support 
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Location of the Study 

This study was conducted in Kampong Bukit Kapar, a rural village, 
containing about two hundred families, all engaged in agriculture, either on a 
part-time or full-time basis. Bukit Kapar is located about seven miles north 
of Klang in the State of Selangor. Thus, the village is located reasonably 
close to a major urban center, since the Capitol of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, 
is approximately thirty miles away, and the City of Klang itself is also a 
major urban center in the valley of the Klang River, Malaysia’s most 
industrialized area. The village, therefore, was not an isolated one. 

The smallholders in the village had two major sources of agricultural 
income; rubber and pineapple. Other agricultural activities included fruit- 
growing and the production of the family food supply, but only to a limited 
extent The main food of the Malaysian populace, rice, was not produced 
in the village, but had to be purchased at the time of the study. 

The people in the village at the time of the study were Malays, but 
they were not the typical indigeneous Malays of the country since they 
were immigrants from Java of fairly recent origin. In this sense, their 
customs and traditions do tend to vary from those of the indigeneous 
Malay people. Like the indigenous Malays, however, they are of the 
Muslim faith and do use the Malay language as their native tongue. 





